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INFORMATION SHEET FOR PARTICIPANTS 
 

REC Reference Number: BDM/14/15-23 
 

 
 

 
Experiment on Attentional Processes in Learning 
 
You are being invited to take part in a research study. All proposals for research using 
human participants are reviewed by an ethics committee before they can proceed. This 
proposal was reviewed by the KCL College Research Ethics Committee. Take time to 
decide whether or not you wish to take part. 
 
If you do decide to take part, any information you give will be treated in strictest 
confidence. It is up to you whether or not you take part. Before you decide whether you 
want to take part, it is important for you to read the following information carefully and 
discuss it with others if you wish. Ask us if there is anything that is not clear or if you would 
like more information. 
 
What is the purpose of the study? 
 
The study explores the connections between learning, memory, and attention. You will see 
in the screen stimuli with different colours and shapes, and your task is to learn to 
categorize these figures according to a set of rules you have to discover. While you do the 
experiment, you will also have to conduct a distracting task. The experiment comprises a 
single session lasting approximately 15 min. All the instructions will be presented on the 
display and the computer will store your responses. 
 
Who will collect the information, and how will it be stored and used? 
 
Your information will be collected by Miguel A. Vadillo and treated in strictest confidence. 
The information you provide will be stored securely on computers at KCL. No personal 
data will be recorded during the experiment. You will only be asked to report your gender 
and age, but you are free not to report this information if you prefer not to disclose it. 
 
All data will be collected and stored in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, will 
be confidentially secured within the university premises and will be accessed only by the 
research team. Any information used in publications arising from the research will not 
identify the individuals involved. 
 
What happens if I do not want to take part in the study? 
 
You do not have to take part in this study if you do not want to do so. Choosing not to take 
part will not disadvantage you in any way. If you decide to take part you may withdraw at 
any time without giving a reason. 
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Funding of the project and dissemination of results 
 
This project does not receive funding from the UK Research Councils of any other 
organisations. The results of the study will be published in scientific journals and they will 
be presented at seminars and conferences. 
 
Who should I contact for further information? 
 
If you want more information about this study or if this study has harmed you in any way or 
if you wish to make a complaint about the conduct of the study you can contact King's 
College London using the details below for further advice and information:  
 
Principal Investigator 
 
Miguel A. Vadillo 
King’s College London 
Primary Care and Public Health Sciences 
Capital House, 42 Weston St. 
London SE1 3QD 
email: miguel.vadillo@kcl.ac.uk 
 

The Chair 
 
BDM Research Ethics Subcommittee 
(RESC) 
 
email: rec@kcl.ac.uk 

 
 
Thank you for reading this information sheet and for considering taking part in this 

research. 


